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she was in the wrong profession. Now, 20 years on, she’s a renowned wildlife photographer,
author of the successful True to Life books - and still looking for that next big adventure..

Fou were wurhng &5 a craative divecior appartunty 1o goand do that, Ard vwlen abezud e ™ Bl sre sesl sepiy o ey s
Irs Hang Homng, Nedw, 20 years baters yoire came face 1o face with & mountam gonlla
a succezsful photographier with a dazen that moment chanced
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and | rememiber being absolumely v e cantadn arecd | A, "Himd maieg ol Al mede lars ol ristakes, Bt | B
mesmerized By his photooaphs, With thas IFaie moanbae gorilas s left in the Ard when | da tals 32 sohools o at
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e = 1 Wil Sadkin 1994 - and [ialin el weae. s Sad. | said to vy Triemd &t Ehat iz =a imgrortant. | have to learr svwarstheno

loem with it Kar! onganised for metogoup mament, Ten going ta
and 258 the maumlain
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which macke it wedy danGgscis, bot | Tamwus waldife photographes sven then anticipate his next acticn, and get 4
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FEATURE » JAM LATTA

“I'm much happier covered
in dirt on the back of a jeep,
looking at lions!”

Thirt first camana whi a Nilan flim SLET?
Yok, wihilo | waa there In Africa | distowered
e joys af Velvia, And wihen veuse satin
thie wild, espedally when | was up in the
maprilaing al Ching with the pandas in
Wodano, Eaging all the phoingraphs far my
0k B Mg the Rancke was on Welvia, it
wiac raining, ard F i wasn't ralreng it wes
misty. The guiide that | hac 12 bére to alloee
me b ga inka the region held 2n amibrela
aver e he entre Gme. Buat the Yelvia rivn
s just 50 beawthsl, despite all thet -
tringirg Gl all the [ch greans, a0 The
deptis af the blacks |t was wonderful.
Whes | est maoved 10 digical after 3
disaster in Barneo with the crangutans,
I vt & il dlisapscired with [he resulks
kast for & webdle, urdil | qof used o ousing
digite progerly, And | beleve - ahaugh
I bt dore thils mpself yet - that
theses i 5 Webvia Iype ol Tilles was can
apply digtally nowacays. | haven't had
e 16 ok o than vet bedauss e been
gy, shoodng In moming and evsning
Fght
Africa produtes.

Rhesd bireeky galilien Rl (s givky
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What happenad i Bormen that was so
ciisastrous you switched to digitad?
2 0 s Quite o Tew weals a0 rav 1 Reen
trying to makes bookings fo enter Bormea to
shoat the arangutars and tha indaresian
goeernrment said, “The section you'rs tryng
10 @TET §5 DO £ rageroars. W Can'T s nhos
wour safety and wee car’t guarambes your
Tl s, S | st wwnk 1o the Malay par, ard |
had Ehe very grest priviege of being 2lloses
inta an anca on walkways - and | was 50
pleased with mys=# | got all the action |
warted hatel the amnoian starg, | flew back
1o Sydney, eent foa laz when H cpered at
Fam, dumped all my Nl went fack home
to hiaee 2 showesrand the phore rang. The
Laky said, "Iy sarey b hadl ya, bt woun have
not ane single fame e all thewe rolls of film®
| comlgrt talk to arwane for a who's
wee's, But | bought my digital camera, and a
Tew wiears werrt by, anol Because F b that
experience wilh the orangulares ard becans
Inidaniesia was sele again, Daas ablke 1o wisit
aqam and did the tnp very differentiy. | cod
lay imnse rpsgarth, Padl & guicks watl a baat,
arud [ust the beea of us wenk nibo the ongle
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“I wanted to be the voice of the
animals, talking to children
about their life and survival”

each day — it was 2hulous. | rewer did find
ot E'IBCH:.' what went arceg wells Ehat
firn, kv totally roy faal; | sl
hewe had ot in 8 lead Do,

Howr muach time pasied bBefare your dresm
af publishing books bacame a reality?
‘Wil ir Hong Kong, whens | éwas Bing 31
e riovu, | to work saven days a week
it @ wery fascinating city b e in, Dat
ikl Fawe b wark wany han b sLevive
bk emwen 50, | beliews & wees aithin a vew
Since | wae aloady warking in publishing,
IE s refat ey sty For me o gel the
prirging done, so ! pairted a warg small
fquantty and Few with them t Australia,
veanl astond o oall the |:'||||.'||.rihﬂr= and sald,
*|wartta doa series of backs for childeen
on endargenad @imals; heras the wdna for
the format,” and the response was, “Well,
e Dt eresieo, bul vee want 1o ses the
sarkes. Ul vou have thet, gqood hoek?

Bub ane mam - Saerdon Jackson of Kaaka
Banks - actualty said yes. Me saed, ¥ vau
chr & i, s will b your distrbitar in
Bustralial Lo | wend back 1o Afvics, dd »
bock gbcul rhimas, e back i Australa
far a boak an koalas, ard then the first
tiger ook, and These three Decame the
beginning of thie True to L series.

Then duddanly, with the Pandowe: of
Hang Kong fram the UK to China, | iast the
pubihing cermpary - it all came fumbling
down liks a pack of cands. | had twa English
partrey; are mived Back 1 Erkglard and
ang didn'y want to come with ms 1o
Aastale, se | decdes to relocate back o
Sycdney an my own. That was when | was
shle 1o corcentiate sahaly an the chikirens

e, | waent back 1o Africa 0o everything
has been wonoertul from that mament an.
Tt il life was glamorowus in its way, but
| pan't mms it 'momuch hapgaier coveed in
clirn o Thee ack of & @ep, leaking as lons!

Had you alveady dabbled in phatography
pricr b your life-changing decision te
crmate the Troe le Lifs Books?

Iwas et haopy snepoen. ke af fetralians,
| travelled guite a b wihen | was yaung
ard back some photos But 1'e been araund
wenrss al The vearkl’s geal plmh'rgeap{'mrs.
through my wark in publshing Begent
rmagazing. 53 e was ok that
Irwoheernent with phatagraphers and
phatography, Bul 1ais s cliMerent,

My purpees in dang the Tue le Life
seied vk b Qo olf o e wiosld ared el
the stoey of the animals through imeges.

I vaankedd o e tre aace aof the animais,

mlking to children about thedr life ane their

sure val ba, afer reseaadhing each animal

arvd falking o sdentists and warking out

e bo g, | wsgold write 5 wrgh - a

wishiiss of photograptes [ vwas hooing ba

capkure in the wid - 1hal would Eem el

ke animals sterny. | maan, there 2re many

Eeber photogrphiers than ma Bl whes
weant back to Barnes that secand times,

when | had mywissliss, the st eprience,

A had a1 was, endicd up being good

St | bad el beres Kncisdedge

af thie hebaviouwr of the oranguians

“o nekance, whisn & aravutan is making

alip-smackiong noke, yau might thing,

Oh, Fao mice, it kinsingg me” Bul mo,

it mheane 0% amagey. Yol Rae b learn

afl the sounds and actions and o farh

{{ TRUE TO HERSELF

o rmy alm i enily o bell thes animals story,
Lex pal 1lal is A Sk 50 hat childken can
wrwierstand ard be caobosd, With &1 ey zlks
that | o - especally in China onoe a year
Itry to make chilceen be awarsthat wome
il R anienals may not be ancund when
tney became adults. That's my challenge

There's a real sense of humouwr behind
yaur images, espedally In the playfulress
of tha com pasitions. Did you shoot them
that way intentionally betoese pou had an
audienon of chilldren in mind? Oris it just
your wiimicpl weer ity coming through?
Yes It b imtentonal. | ey, with the childrens
besaks et pecial iy, o alvwais Ge1 a vy
memorasle or even funiny phictooeaph
betaues FdorrL vaant nvy Eoks 10 e boing|
A It of people think non-fiction boolks ae
hnrim; | wearst rriesn B I eribrallingg, §want
kicls to laagh at the arangutan frying to
sLulf 15 bananas in har moth, Thaosg
1hings are impartnt so thetthe chikiren
zan laugh, be erterisiced, s remenber

Besides raising awareress, what ather
ways are you invioshied inhelping
endangered andmaly?
Wwith suery single pesfarmance or schoal
pres=slation, I'rm ghways 8lirg the chikinen
it 50w e kil arkise o grind up s
horn o medicine: it s wrieg o kil 4 Gged
syl 1w his wihiskers and bores: far Chinese
meslicing, and that message | thirk ic very
impertant. Then ab e end thene's ahvays
question time, end usuaily theme's o child
ar & teacher wha says, “What can we do ta
help?” Ard my arvwer i the Davad Shefdrick
Wil Fite Trwst shaebd s ke dlitetnestong ),
'vz been o B dephant snctuary in
Keriga five fmes naey and If s the best
rharty Fue ever seen. All the Bt baby
plegdaants That Faue waiched thelr mathers
beireg slaughtered. if they're Found
amywhene in Afrkca thayra resrued, put an a
plare and taken ta the Shald-ich orphanage
where Daphine [Dame Daphne Shiabdrick,
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dpnyan aulhor and corsersalicn =] arel
ar daughter fngela e, Every little batrg
s @ keepern, and That Heeper s5oys with
fihe glaphant 3l gay 2nd reght, even sdeeps
r fhe sakie wilk ke Craun alises] Baby, B
akways pnooumge schoaks Dsit 1o adapt
ared spersor an elepihanl, and 50 many
e | s talking at Wenoma Schocl
r Morlh Sydney @ T rcnile ago s
met with the kbrarkan mecently and she
todd rne they'd adapted four eephangs,
Just Ehicagid that was wanderful,
Chilchrean Rore (his kired ol ool Sedause
what they do - besdes serding you a
carlificaie ard & rice watercodur dranireg
brw Bregela — 5 fhay give you a manthly
report on the progress of o e bafy,
ong of my elephants, the firt one | chase,
ween " ¥aiba’ Basically iy oA S mame bt
wilh a ¥, She's noay bad a little babre calied
Yaftu amid =o' happity Back in e wilkl willy

o herd, Thiat's the mam alm; fo nortues ke

babees, wrhio ba be Prsest ofter Se Socaies
thesne 50 traumatised. vl they'ne placed
in 4 kind al msddle seation belo-e haing
Faken back o the wild. frsd Bne maost
amazrig thimg kappens when ey each

CHGITAL FHOTOGRAF =Y

that middla stage. Its a plice they haee to
b truckesd to, and & the wild elepharts
romae A say B o to them. it just
pxbroord iy, So 8% Sals 16 sy that rhe
loeaa of ey lowe — after chiesetahs - would
Fave b b elephanis

Speaking of which, wha are the tan
chestahs that make an apoaaranca on
kb coneer of your book, The Dy of g
Wilellife Phatogrephes?
| weae wath Kol Arrevane, Back while Dacas
stifl shoaotireg o film, and #d stapped 1o
change ol When | 1oofked ap, | <0uld 22
i cheetah coming toewarrd me. | ioaked
back 2t Karl and he just midicabed G mme L
ahawen, Inslinctvasly o | had o ba
ery caln. The chasetalb past Fopged n (b
Fass nearky
Wiy D ywent Brack to Bleica The feat year,
| saad A Barl, whell, Cheetahs are termtanal,
o iF wars vl aroured o b same arsa,
g hil i see them again?” S off wie weent
e heard the pursiceg bedore we pper

saw e m | gave my camara i Kasl, kneh
e, and Eheat ores clhesstal just Canie g
12 M AgaEn, Then e spoond chestah

cam:s ap te me. ard Karl captured that
plato — that was the seoond dick of the
shustern whiere the secored cheetzh had
T A al phee unlamilar sevined
That veas just the maaic mament af oy fife
| sp=hit quine some Tme Rking
phatagraphs af thase tao. You can see
Frow Baalediew) thes theaal ol oo af theen
That's becouse b was purning se | oudbd
Aryd | wigs just trying 1o Fael that virazion
af the purdrsg. | faund cot later that ane
al thees dheetalss had besna Bioaght imo
the area as anarphan ond hisd been
hiandied and kckead after by humans
hefan being released into the wild. 5o that
arpd the Tact 1kal asas mol Trghienesd
made all the difference. Ay animal »
pick e e Tearn 20 | [ast kept talkag to
ke cheetab as thiough i wiss a kol

That &0 al thieg has Pagpened guite

a feswr times fo mie 'l fast be in the jeep
with e Quicls - | alwiays travel sone - and
2 cheetah willuse thie hoao of the jeep ta
clired up o argd (et sonte warmth or uae
25 a vantage paint 1o lock aut over the
plars, Thear Chey 'l (LSt CUFm ard Iook ot
wol Hraugh the winchos



‘Were thene ever any sitsations in which
vou el things coubd go badlyT
1th, yes. Being cherged by & bull elephant
rompEth i prely teeriying That's wihnen
they'ie very Lnprediclable and dangerows,
nuning ardudng with mating on their
mdreds. Bus thesr charges ars usoally mock
g, Wy guicka. Latalsd, whios bean with
maz for 5o many books ared 5o many trips,
| wivean hie & fage, | heln he oould wresie
a bufy o and win. He was a wonderul
guicks, sl his knowtedos of animes -
pspecially clephants - was vital He wes
e of Cymillan Moss Pefpers, the vaoman
wh rescarched all the elechents in ey’
Ambasel ares W abaut 30 wears

%0 when this huge, ternfyirg si-torne
elephant charcred s Che Birst 1, Letaled
dinese onur Jeep owary... and then just
shopped, | kEpl Lading phatcgraphs — tha
hearizon was never straighe, but | eept on
shrabirgg — and whees e stopped | said,
“What ang vou doing?t* This huge cdephan
vz Sl Tappig and Soneaming arg
runrng rsnes us, and Letabol s,
"Dt wonn 105 pasl Comnead”

Hie knae that It was a meck charge and

& TRUE TO HERSELF

“This elephant was running
towards us, and Letaloi says,

‘Don’t worry. It’s just Conra

that Carmad was just carky. But shorthy
altai that s saw an svan bigger ebephant
o e Frorisor and | said, “Latals, do s
ko Ehis elephant?™ He said, "No® 5o wre
drove i the opposte dirscton, | dido't think
i eearh craila Fxhe anoter ardouankig,

S it soaimds likoe pour advice for
beginners would be to know the
dangeis you re Bkaly LG endouamler.

b lubeds, Apant frorm making surs yo
have avery good quide, doing yaur
researct bebind all the animals you'ne
greriy Lo see i soimgafand, | mean, the
first Bimae o Ligg Bon started thamging hiy
A Teae O QUE DN Je ol something
Il aksays remerizer. | sad. "&b, therss

& liom Covmirg) lormearcs us,” s gllil'!-.i
vk, T akey, it okay” And the lion
Werally came rght upte the jeep, a hige
male. looke=d at me. .. and then k=pt
walking sl | verd gl w 1 fear, arsd

| saicl, “Craam'l the liprs aver jurnp inlo an
apen jeepT™ Ang the guiloe told me that
thiey dor't they identify the smel of the
e as B sngle il They don see e
individual peeale as scparate objects
unless wind becoime 2 mowing silhogete
by dimibing orto the roof or harging out
TRk socde, Thes thsl imight calch The RBan's
e and sumething mighl happen - bul
S0ain, har all in Ee homestek,

You also need to know the best times of
wesar, Fon ieslande, o yon o o Slsica al Dey
thie rains when the grasses ane Righ, wou're
il g UG se anything Bt am andmal’s
tail 50 there really & a lot ta ke and
divgons Balore you aven el o 2 glane,

Hew thirt ¥ou“ve been at this far 20 yaars,
what’s the feellng when vou look back
oy Thee i ence?

I by = huckey, 16 st the rmiost fsbulous
i o ks dving. Wher Fataking i chideen
xt sehicals and & mother wil ernail me ane
53y, "I've MEwar sean My 500 so excimed, he
warfis to dowhat vou dog that’s a buge thrill

Whare to naxt - anothier book?®

Firy Ay BG sokse 3 prodajem in Cocta

Rir 'esant b da a hoak about the sloths
L A e Sare Ty G T B
qo1 pver-cacked, contacted them, and
they sent an 2mall back saying Tiksoovery
Channcd ard Animal Flanet hese the nghts
16 all phategiaphy of G ks, S0 0l i
come and take a shatagraph, you e

nial pErmilied [ maks 3 Dok rem tha
phatagrapns vaw produce.” | found that
eairaialinaiy, S | Bad & Sall page in s
Horg Kongs Souhh Ching Morning Past and
e purralist akad me2 thal - what isthe
next bnok - and | st did 2 ligle syropsis
al vl | Card el Dl itk ard e eradils
hanee starbed ta oo ir "' Casta Ricar
s Pve preves Baged arhicg sotenible”
things Bk Hhat. Pee Just been fopying =
ol Ehiese pespainsss sl sendiveg Mem

1o the sanciuang, so fm arsdous o for
Horwg Kong 1oowake up s can find oot
what the anseser 15, 'm very fenacioes

Tresy v gl Sie Lake P Tosr An ansaey

i

T see pre o Jon's iages aid Po Wl
aul mare shairt ker books and other
camierwmlioaiel profecis, haad o
truetollfelonk:. com.an

AFRIGAN SUNSET
¢ AFER LEFT) Sl willy
A Carvan PersnrShest
G5 TA-4 A

{1 P e PR

FAd: 1500 BT

ENDANGERED
TIGER, BADYA
HATIOMAL PARK
i CaeraT ) Shal

with a Wik D5,
A0 e,

1/ R0sac IA5E; 150
00

CAGITAL PHOTOGRANY | 49



